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Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 1 March 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

Present – Simon Buggey, Jane Trevanion, Sheryl Williamson, Caroline Ilott, Peter Tye, 

Andy Brown, Peter Howell, Geoffrey Barnes, District Cllr. Deborah Roberts and County 

Cllr. Peter McDonald. There were 6 members of the public present.  Geoff Barnes joined the 

meeting during item 10.  Geoff Barnes had intermittent problems communicating his vote by 

phone and confirmed by subsequent email that he supported all the Parish Council’s 

decisions at this meeting. 

 

Due to Covid 19 the meeting was conducted via video/teleconference.  The conference was 

recorded following all attendees’ consent.  The recording will be kept until the minutes are 

approved at the next meeting. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence – none 

 

2. Laurentian Reporting – Peter Howell 

 

3. Parish Council vacancy - update 

SCDC has confirmed that the Parish Council can go ahead with co-opting a Parish 

Councillor. An advert was published on the website and Facebook on 25 February 2021 

with a response deadline of 25 March 2021.  Information has been sent to one interested 

resident. 

 

If you are interested in becoming or would like to find out more about being a Parish 

Councillor, please contact the Parish Clerk on clerk@foxtonparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

 

4. Open Forum for Public Participation 

 

One local resident asked whether the Parish Council is aware of the increased road wear 

and tear and noise caused by truck movements on Barrington Road and the subsequent 

impact on safety of residents on that road.   

 

Simon Buggey confirmed that this issue has been previously raised with the Parish 

Council. 

  

Cllr. Peter McDonald advised that he has been in discussion with the site managers at 

Seearo and Redrow to discuss remedial measures. Traffic from the site at Barrington 

being built by Redrow will become more of a concern as development starts in 

March/April.  Both organisations are supposed to have a programme of cleaning for 

safety reasons.  Seearo has provided a cleaning schedule.  The County Council has the 

power to restrict their movement if needed and will be keeping an eye on the situation.  

Cllr. McDonald is happy to be contacted directly about this and to follow up any resident 

concerns. 

 

5. Members Declarations of Interest for items on the Agenda - none 

 

6. To approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 1 February 2021 

Proposed Andy Brown, seconded Caroline Ilott.  All agreed except for Jane Trevanion 

who did not attend the last meeting.   

 

Simon Buggey signed the minutes during the Parish Council meeting. 
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7. Matters arising from these minutes: 

 

Actions completed: 

• S106 update and clarification and working group terms of reference published 

• S106 grant banding policy circulated to interested parties and published 

• Parish Council response to the Greater Cambridge Planning Call for sites survey 

submitted 

• New contract arrangement with the Cricket Club was clarified with Foxton Football 

and Cricket Clubs, who are both happy with the new arrangement 

• GCP meeting recording has been published on YouTube 

• Responded to resident’s concern re S106 

• Village Warden contract has been signed and returned 

• Post office/ shop ACV application form submitted, a response is due in April 

• Simon and Caroline have signed the invoice/ minutes outstanding  

• Updated addendum to Standing Orders has been published 

 

Action Cllr. McDonald 

• Advice on provision of broadband assistance to pupils 

 

All Councillors 

• Feedback to Simon on format of virtual Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Peter Tye 

• Follow up with Foxton Dynamo FC re hire of football goal 

 

Action Parish Clerk 

• Send updated Terms and Conditions to all Sports Clubs for signature 

• Send Cricket Club and DP Contract to contractors for signature 

• Publish the recreation ground statement 

• Publish the memorial and verge policies and send the memorial policy and application 

form to recent interested residents 

• Publish the updated resignation and co-option policy 

• Organise signature and return of Dovecot Rent Review Memorandum 

• Organise signature and return of S106 indemnity form 

• Publish new Annual Meeting date 

• Follow up with Opus on revised unmetered electricity supply certificate 

• Appoint internal auditor 

• Confirm appointment of Mr Groundsman for grass seeding and request work date 

 

8. District Councillor’s report   

Cllr. Roberts advised the Parish Council and residents to watch the SCDC budget 

meeting, held on 23 February 2021, which is available on the SCDC website.  The 

SCDC proportion of Council Tax is going up by £5 per annum and SCDC rents are 

increasing by 1.5%.  Cllr. Roberts explained that she was concerned and concern was 

expressed at the meeting that high projected expenditure may need to be covered by 

income from house building.  Cllr. Roberts further expressed concern about SCDC’s 

purchase of commercial properties, especially at this time when there is uncertainty over 

how businesses will be run in the future.  She also expressed concern about a planning 

approval given to a large building development at Waterbeach, over the development 
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size specified in the Local Plan, and another development approval given despite the 

condition of a transport plan not being met. 

 

9. County Councillor’s report – see Appendix 1 for written report  

 

Cllr. McDonald explained that the trajectory of Coronavirus cases in Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough continues on a downward trend with similar levels to those last Summer/ 

Autumn (see report for details).   

 

There is a new LGBT campaign for foster carers starting this week.  There are about 745 

children in need of foster care, with the greatest need for teenagers and brothers and 

sisters (see report for details and contact information). 

 

It is estimated that about 8000 children in the area don’t have a computer or broadband at 

home.  There is a county wide laptop campaign which has raised almost £500,000 and 

the Genome Campus has provided 15 reconditioned machines which have been 

distributed to Thriplow and Whittlesford schools.  There are a few spare if Foxton or 

Fowlmere schools have need of them. 

 

There is a SWCAG action group meeting on 2 March 2021 to give an update on the 

Thakeham proposal.  Andy Brown and Peter Howell will attend from the Parish Council.  

Anthony Browne MP had a meeting with the CEO of Thakeham last week and an update 

is awaited.  Cllr. McDonald recommended keeping an eye on the Government’s 

proposals for the OxCam Arc; opportunity areas have not yet been identified. 

 

County Council Deputy Leader, Cllr. Hickford, has resigned following an investigation 

into a farm tenancy awarded to him in 2017. 

 

Peter Howell asked whether the Parish Council’s questions to the GCP about the 

proposed travel hub had been answered.  Cllr. McDonald has asked the GCP for a follow 

up meeting with Foxton and Fowlmere Parish Councils.  As Roger Hickford has resigned 

as Chair of the GCP, the questions will need be put to the new GCP Chair and this 

should be at the next meeting of the GCP and Parish Councils. 

 

Caroline Ilott asked whether broadband financial assistance would be provided for those 

needing laptops. Cllr. McDonald advised that this has been discussed and he will look 

into this further. 

 

10. Infrastructure 

A report has been circulated.  Caroline Ilott is chasing various outstanding issues with 

County Council Highways.   

 

The High Street was supposed to be resurfaced this coming summer by County Council 

Highways.  This has now been delayed until next year as water company works, which 

have also been delayed, need to be carried out and settled before the resurfacing work is 

done.  If there is any major remedial work required, Caroline Ilott will request this from 

County Council Highways.   

 

Geoff Barnes arrived at the meeting 
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a. Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership (GCP) Foxton Travel Hub proposal - update 

 

Simon Buggey advised that the GCP public consultation will now be after the local 

elections in May.  This will be an opportunity for people to formally comment on the 

plans.  GCP intends to submit a planning application to SCDC in the Autumn. 

 

Andy Brown explained that he and Mike Mander have formed a group to represent 

Foxton residents and lobby the GCP to get a multi modal and sustainable travel hub, 

rather than just the car park currently proposed.  Questions and comments about this can 

be sent to Andy directly at andybrown@foxtonparishcouncil.co.uk.  Contact will be 

made with other Parish Councils to encourage a single voice for the villages.  Andy 

expressed his concern that the current proposal benefits Cambridge but there is no 

benefit for Foxton residents. 

 

An independent website and Facebook site is being considered.  A Whatsapp group was 

suggested by a resident as another vehicle for communication, particularly for those who 

do not use Facebook. 

 

Cllr. McDonald left the meeting 

 

11. R&A 

A report had been circulated.   

 

a. R&A working group reorganisation 

Jane Trevanion will step down as Chair of R&A and from the majority of R&A 

activities and Sheryl Williamson will take over as Chair from April 2021.  Jane has 

been working with Sheryl on a smooth transition of responsibilities. Unfortunately, 

Peter Tye and Caroline Ilott are also stepping down from R&A activities due to 

personal reasons and a huge volume of other Parish Council activities.  Peter 

Howell, Geoff Barnes and Andy Brown will remain on the working group. 

 

b. General terms and conditions of sports club recreation ground use with 

specific terms for the Cricket Club, Adult Football Club and Dynamos 

Football Club 

The Sports Clubs terms and conditions for use of the recreation ground had been 

updated and circulated to the Parish Council.  Proposed Jane Trevanion, seconded 

Andy Brown.  All agreed.  The terms will be circulated to the Sports Clubs for 

signature and published. 

 

c. Recreation ground allocated use statement 

A draft statement had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The statement details 

the current occupation of the recreation ground, both fixed occupancy (such as the 

Tennis and Bowls Clubs and children’s play area) and more general use by other 

clubs and users.  The statement needs correcting to include the preschool garden 

and the skatepark and compound location need to be corrected.  The statement will 

be published, reviewed annually and updated according to any changes.  Proposed 

Peter Howell, seconded Sheryl Williamson.  All agreed subject to the corrections 

noted above. 
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d. Renewal of Cricket Club grass cutting contract (updated since previous 

meeting) 

A draft agreement had been circulated. The agreement was brought to the last 

Parish Council meeting, but approval was delayed until clarification had been 

sought on the sub contractual arrangement with the Football Club. This has now 

been clarified with both the Cricket and Football Clubs and a small amendment has 

been made to state that the contractor (being the Cricket Club) shall be the first 

point of contact for all matters concerning the care, quality and maintenance of the 

grass surface of the recreation ground within the remit of the contract.  Under the 

contract the Cricket Club will be paid £300 per month for grass cutting services 

with an obligation that the Cricket Club pay the Football Club £100 for any sub 

contractual services rendered.  Proposed Jane Trevanion, seconded Sheryl 

Williamson.  All agreed. 

 

e. Renewal of DP Garden Works grass cutting contract 

A draft agreement and quote for regular grass cutting had been circulated.  It is 

proposed that the grass cutting with DP Garden Works is renewed on the prices 

quoted, with some changes to the scope of the contract.  DP Garden Works provides 

a good service and doesn’t carry out grass cutting unless needed.  The contract no 

longer includes the school and village hall carpark flower and shrub bed 

maintenance and weed spraying.  The Parish Council will be notified if weed 

spraying is required.  An annual cut of the rear Dovecot hedge has been added to 

the contract as Jon Cairns is no longer able to cut this.  Prices have also been 

provided for adhoc work if required.  The scope of the contract has been reduced to 

fit DP Garden Works availability and resources.  Proposed Jane Trevanion, 

seconded Caroline Ilott.  All agreed. 

 

f. Trial of new grass cutting contractor (£120 per visit) 

The Parish Council approved at the February Parish Council meeting to renew SP 

Landscapes grass cutting contract, although this has not yet been signed.  S W 

Gardens has since provided a quote for grass cutting services with a substantial 

saving of about £1500 per year for the same frequency of grass cutting.  It is 

proposed to trial S W Gardens for 3 to 4 cuts overall in March and April at a cost of 

£120 per cut and for the Parish Council to decide whether to continue with this 

service under an annual contract instead of using S P Landscapes at the May Parish 

Council meeting.  Proposed Jane Trevanion, seconded Peter Tye.  All agreed. 

 

g. Memorial benches, trees and planting policy and resident request for 

memorial bench 

A draft policy had been circulated.  Over the past year there have been a few 

enquiries for a memorial bench or other forms of commemoration on the recreation 

ground.  The new policy is designed to ensure that the Parish Council has control 

over what is placed on the recreation ground, that the visual environment is 

consistent throughout the village, any memorials blend in with the recreation 

ground environment and an empathetic approach is taken.  Any provision for 

memorial benches or planting needs to be consistent with the Parish Council’s 

responsibility to provide a recreation ground for all residents.   Memorial trees and 

planting should be native species and also blend in with the recreation ground 

environment.  Proposed Peter Howell, seconded Simon Buggey.  All agreed. 

 



164 

The Clerk will send the application form and policy to residents who have enquired 

about a memorial recently. 

 

h. Verge policy 

A draft policy had been circulated.  Increasingly, residents have been interested in 

improving the biodiversity of road side verges and the Parish Council supports 

biodiversity improvement in the village.   The verge policy defines the process for 

applying for permission to the Parish Council to plant on a County Council or 

Parish Council owned verge, taking into account safety and visibility, as well as 

practical considerations such as location, cost and ongoing maintenance.  Proposed 

Peter Howell, seconded Caroline Ilott.  All agreed. 

 

i. Dovecote 5-year rent review memorandum 

A Cambridgeshire County Council rent review memorandum had been circulated.  

Under the Dovecot lease dated 1 December 2005, the rent is due to be reviewed 

every 5 years.  The annual rent has been increased from £96.85 to £105.53 and the 

rent review memorandum will need to be signed by the Chair and Clerk.  Proposed 

Simon Buggey, seconded Andy Brown.  All agreed. 

 

12. Annual Parish Meeting, Annual meeting and preparation for return to face-to-face 

meetings – consider (i) holding the Annual and Annual Parish Meetings virtually 

before 7 May 2021 and (ii) NALC guidance for a return to in person meetings if the 

legislation allowing virtual meetings isn’t extended after 7 May 2021  

 

The temporary regulations allowing virtual Parish Council meetings end on 7 May 2021.   

 

NALC is lobbying the government for the regulations for virtual meetings to become 

permanent, and in the meantime advises Parish Councils to start thinking about a return to 

face to face meetings. It advises to consider as much business as possible, including the 

Annual Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting, before 7 May.  

 

The Annual Parish Meeting is booked for the 26 April 2021 and can be held virtually.  The 

meeting was delayed last year but there are no regulations to delay it this year.  The Parish 

Council will need to consider what format this meeting should take. 

 

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for 10 May 2021.  The Clerk asked the Parish Council 

to consider whether the meeting could be moved to the prior week so that it could be held 

online.   

 

The Parish Council will need to decide whether it is safe to hold any meetings after 7 May 

2021, and it is not obligated to hold a meeting every month.  The Parish Clerk has some 

delegated authority to make payments up to £500 and contingency measures have been 

previously considered in case of emergency.  

 

The Parish Council will need to await advice from the village hall on its reopening and  

safety procedures such as social distancing requirements and cleaning. 

 

It was agreed to move the Annual Meeting to Tuesday 4 May 2021. 
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Caroline Ilott suggested that WIFI for the village hall be considered by RGT as soon as 

possible as this would allow hybrid meetings to be held.  The Clerk noted that the 

regulations would still need to change to allow hybrid meetings. 

 

It was considered that there would likely be more time and work required to adhere to 

safety guidelines for in person meetings and it would be important to consider local Covid 

prevalence, vaccine protection, guidance for holding in person meetings, as well as 

personal circumstances, nearer the time.  It was suggested that meetings could possibly be 

held outdoors and meetings rooms would need to be well ventilated. 

 

The Chairman requested ideas for the format of the Annual Parish Meeting that would 

benefit the village. 

 

Cllr Deborah Roberts and 2 members of the public left the meeting. 

 

13. S106 

A report had been circulated to the Parish Council and an S106 update for residents was 

provided in the Laurentian, on Facebook and the website. 

 

Caroline Ilott will prepare the planning pre-application to establish the suitability or 

otherwise of the new proposed cricket net location. 

 

a. Proposed change to the location of the children’s play area to near the village 

hall in relation to Foxton Future’s S106 application 

The S106 working group proposed, after careful consideration and a number of 

meetings with Foxton Future, that this part of Foxton Future’s application for S106 

funds be refused as it is not a feasible idea except for possible single items of play 

equipment.   

 

Detailed reasons have already been given to Future Foxton but include issues such 

as safety concerns for play in the area where maintenance equipment is moved in 

and out of the storage compound and reduction in overall size of play area when 

compared to the current location. 

 

There have been many emails to and from Future Foxton on this matter plus face-

to-face meetings. 

 

Proposed Caroline Ilott, seconded Peter Howell.  All agreed. 

 

The Future Foxton ideas around seating, shelter, wild areas and ‘pop up’ catering 

will continue to be looked at and if possible, worked into the overall plan for the 

recreation ground. The Parish Council is keen to maintain dialogue with this group 

and involve them as much as possible. 

 

The idea of a serving hatch to offer catering from the village hall is also not feasible 

at this time. 

 

b. Two stage village consultation programme 

The Working Group has recommended to the Parish Council that the following 

Two Stage consultation programme is adopted: 
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i.  First stage of consultation in April to ask what sort of play facilities people 

would like to see. The consultation will be through the Laurentian, Facebook, 

website and posters. 

 

ii. The results from this will drive the brief to companies to produce draft 

proposals for the re-developed play areas. Our intention is that this will then 

form part of an overall plan for the recreation ground that will include paths, the 

‘wild’ area along Illingworth Way side, new play provision, new sports 

provision plus seating areas. 

 

iii. 4 companies to draft designs and costings. 

 

iv.  Stage 2 - A detailed proposal which will go out to the whole village for 

comment via printed document to each house, Laurentian, Facebook, webpage 

and posters. Data from this consultation will feed into a final proposal. 

 

v.  Official tendering process in conjunction with seeking grant funding. 

 

The aim is to have a better, well designed and purposed recreation ground which can 

give as many benefits to as many people in the community as possible. 

 

Proposed Caroline Ilott, seconded Simon Buggey.  7 Parish Councillors agreed to the 

proposal, with one against. 

 

c. S106 Deed of Indemnity 

An indemnity form for the SCDC provision of S106 funds of £24,835.31 for the 

Challis Close development had been circulated to the Parish Council.  The S106 

funds were originally specified for offsite sports provision.  As the funds would not 

be enough to buy any offsite provision, the specification has been altered to on or 

off-site sport provision.  The Deed of Indemnity was formally approved and will be 

circulated for signature.  Proposed Caroline Ilott, seconded Sheryl Williamson.   All 

agreed. 

 

14. Councillor Resignation and Co-option policy 

A draft updated policy had been circulated.  It includes an updated and detailed 

resignation and co-option procedure and application form.  Proposed Simon Buggey, 

seconded Jane Trevanion.  All agreed. 

 

15. Finance 

a. Brief budget overview 

A report had been circulated outlining the current budget position of the Parish 

Council and particular items of expenditure that were over or under budget by £100.  

There were no questions from the Parish Council.  A final end of year report will be 

provided at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

b. Update on Hardman Road Street lights energy supply and unmetered energy 

supply 

Foxton Village Hall submitted an invoice for a recharge of street lights last 

month.  Payment was delayed until it was clarified whether the 7 Parish Council owned 

lights in Hardman Road and the village hall carpark run through the village hall 

electricity supply meter.  This was checked by turning off the metered supply and 
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confirmed that these lights are indeed fed through the village hall.  The recharge invoice 

has now been paid to the village hall, authorised by the Chair and Clerk. 

 

These lights were included in the unmetered supply register handed over from the 

County Council in November 2019 and as such we have been paying Opus for this 

supply (effectively paying twice).  UK Power Networks has now revised the supply 

certificate, backdated to November 2019 and removing the 7 Hardman Road lights, and 

sent this to Opus.  The Clerk will follow up with Opus to make sure this change takes 

effect. 

 

A new 2-year fixed rate for the unmetered supply was agreed with Opus, however, the 

Parish Council was not put on the correct rate initially and the Clerk queried why the 

consumption rate had increased for the same time last year.  The new rate has now been 

applied from the start of the contract and Opus has confirmed that invoices should be 

more in line with last year’s consumption.  A credit of £133.12 has been applied to the 

account. 

 

c. Internal auditor – reappointment of LGS Services for internal audit 2020/2021 

It was proposed to reappoint LGS Services to undertake the internal audit in mid-

April after the end of the financial year.  They have provided a good and timely 

service to date.  Their fees remain the same this year at £95+VAT.  Proposed Simon 

Buggey, seconded Andy Brown.  All agreed. 

 

d. Quotes for approval: 

i. S106 funds - One-off grass seeding of the recreation ground (Quote A £2600, 

Quote B £2000 (plus grass seed of £8/900), Quote C £3460) 

It was clarified that Quote B did not have much experience in this type of work 

and the price did not include the grass seed which would cost at least another 

£800.  It was recommended to go with Quote A, Mr Groundsman, at a cost of  

£2600. It is the cheaper quote overall and the contractor was recommended by 

Fowlmere Parish Council and has the right equipment and experience.  Proposed 

Caroline Ilott, seconded Jane Trevanion.  All agreed.   The Clerk will contact the 

contractor to request a work date.  Mr Groundsman will provide guidance on how 

the ground should be protected after the grass seed has been laid down and this 

should be circulated to the Sports Clubs using the area. 

ii. S106 funds - Foxton Dynamos £150 for trial goal hire for informal football 

There is no provision suitable for young people to play informal football on the 

recreation ground and the Bowls Club fence is often used as a substitute goal.  No 

response has been received to date from Dynamo Foxton FC regarding goal hire 

and therefore it was proposed that the Parish Council purchase their own goal.  

This would protect the area of recreation ground that will be reseeded and also 

protect the Bowls Club fence from costly damage.  There is some urgency to put 

provision in place before the grass seeding is carried out in April. It was agreed to 

follow up with Foxton Dynamo FC one more time to see if it is possible to hire a 

goal from them and if this cannot be organised in good time, to purchase a goal at 

a cost of up to £150. Proposed Simon Buggey, seconded Peter Tye.  All agreed. 

iii. Dovecote meadow wild flower ground preparation from zero carbon grant 

(Quote A £450, Quote B £725+VAT) 

Andy Brown explained that, having taken advice, the Dovecote meadow needs to 

be cut and scarified to reduce the soil quality in preparation for planting wild 

flowers.  This work needs to take place as soon as possible.  Both quotes are from 



168 

contractors well used and regarded by the Parish Council and it was decided to go 

with Quote A from S W Gardens, the cheaper quote of the two.  The grass 

cuttings and waste will be removed by the contractor.  Proposed Andy Brown, 

seconded Jane Trevanion.  All agreed. 

 

e. Approval of payments  

The bank reconciliation, account reports and bank statements have been circulated 

and checked and approved by Andy Brown. 

 

The following payments were approved. Proposed Simon Buggey, seconded Peter Tye.  All 

agreed.   

 

Receipts 

Payer Item Paid by Gross £ 

Foxton Football Club Defibrillator contribution (2 years) BACS 24.00 

Foxton Cricket Club Defibrillator contribution (2 years) BACS 24.00 

Foxton Tennis Club Defibrillator contribution and rent (2 

years) 

BACS 34.00 

 

Credit note 

Payer Item  Gross £ 

Opus Energy Ltd Street lighting (unmetered)  133.12 

Opus Energy Ltd Street lighting (metered)  3.65 

 

Payments 

Payments made (prior agreed) 

Payee Item Payment by Gross (£) VAT 

(£) 

Legislation 

Parish Clerk Salary SO 827.04 0.00 LGA 1972 s112 

Parish Clerk Pension DD 35.26 0.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Parish Clerk Mileage BACS 11.52 0.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Opus Energy Ltd Street lighting 

(unmetered) 

DD 165.37 7.87 Parish Councils Act 

1957, s3; Highways 
Act 1980 s301 

Google Ireland Ltd Gmail  DD 45.25 0.00 LGA 1972 s111, 
s142 

Zoom video comms. Monthly subscription  DD 14.39 2.40 LGA 1972 s111 

Foxton Village Hall Hardman Road Street 

Lights (approved Chair/ 

Clerk) 

BACS 96.45 0.00 *LGA 1972 s111/ 
Parish Councils Act 

1957, s3; Highways 

Act 1980 s301 

NALC Training -Why 

representation in local 

councils matters 

(approved Chair/ Clerk) 

BACS 38.93 6.49 LGA 1972 s111 

Amazon Notepads DD 7.24 1.21 LGA 1972 s111 
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Payments to be authorised 

Payee Item Payment by Gross (£) VAT (£)  

Parish Clerk Additional salary inc. 

phone/ broadband 

£31.50 and home 

allowance £18 

BACS 311.89 0.00 *LGA 1972 s112/ 
LGA 1972 s111 

HMRC National insurance & 

income tax 

BACS 164.58 0.00 *LGA 1972 s112/ 
LGA 1972 s111 

HMRC NI – missed June 

payment 

BACS 72.58 0.00 *LGA 1972 s112 

S W Gardens Hedge pruning 

(basketball, tennis court) 

- £130 approved by 

Clerk/ Chair 

BACS 130.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 

1906 ss9 

S W Gardens Fit basketball hoop, 

remove weed growth 

(approved Clerk /Chair) 

BACS 128.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 

1906 ss9 

Peter Evans Erect Dovecote 

information board 

(S106) 

BACS 120.00 0.00 S106 

Peter Evans Village Warden duties 

(1-31 Jan 2021) 

BACS 175.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 
1906 ss9 

Foxton Cricket Club Grass cutting (February) BACS 200.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 

1906 ss9 

Foxton Football Club Maintenance of sports 

areas 

BACS 150.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 
1906 ss9 

Barcham Sorbus tree (£242.40 

minus credit of £50 

deposit) 

BACS 192.40 32.07 Open Spaces Act 

1906 ss9 

Foxton Parish 

Council 

Top up Treasurer 

account to £500 to cover 

Zoom monthly DD 

payment 

BACS 14.39 0.00 Transfer 

Invoice received after agenda circulated 

Peter Evans Village Warden duties 

(1-28Feb 2021) 

BACS 183.75 0.00 Open Spaces Act 

1906 ss9 

S W Gardens Remove ivy hedge and 

suckers at Illingworth 

Way - £155 approved by 

Chair and Clerk 

BACS 220.00 0.00 Open Spaces Act 
1906 ss9 
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*LGA: Local Government Act 

 

S W Gardens charged an extra £65 for the work at Illingworth Way due to additional 

clearance work required.  S W Gardens will be advised that in future, any additional work 

required above the initial quote should be checked first with the Parish Council. 

 

16. Neighbourhood Plan – update and ongoing responsibility 

The 4-week consultation period has finished and the Neighbourhood Plan has been 

submitted to the independent examiner.  There were no surprises in the responses to the 

public consultation. Catherine Cairns is in correspondence with the Neighbourhood Plan 

Working Group and will co-ordinate any responses.  Hopefully the plan will go to a 

referendum in May.  Now the plan has gone to the independent examiner, the 

Neighbourhood Plan starts to carry significant weight in planning terms. 

 

17. Planning 

One Planning Committee Meeting has been held since the last Parish Council Meeting 

and Planning Committee minutes have been circulated.  Parish Councillors feedback was 

collated for the response to the Call for Sites survey and submitted by the Clerk.  It was 

not possible to submit a response using the survey forms for the Green Call for sites 

submission in Foxton, however, on advice from Greater Cambridge Planning, an email 

response was sent for this. 

 

18. Police Liaison 

Geoff Barnes advised that PC Lynch remained the local police contact for Foxton.   

 

19. Correspondence – none 

 

20. Items for next agenda – to be submitted to the Parish Clerk by email 

 

21. Date and time of next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 12 April 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

Motion to exclude Public and Press: Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 where publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 

the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted on the following agenda item 

22. 

 

Proposed Simon Buggey, seconded Jane Trevanion.  All agreed. 

 

All remaining members of the public left the meeting. 

 

22. Recreation ground accessibility and terms and conditions for sports equipment 

storage 

Due to previous disputes over this matter and its sensitive and confidential nature, this 

item was discussed in a closed meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm. 

 

Annabel Wright 

Foxton Parish Clerk      

5 March 2021   
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Appendix 1 – Report for Parish Councils – March 2021.  

 

Cambridgeshire County Report 

C19 Case Numbers Cambridgeshire  

 
Vaccination  

You can see the daily data here: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/ 

LGBT Adopters & Foster Carers 

Cambridgeshire County Council is supporting this year’s annual LGBT+ (Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual and Transgender) Adoption and Fostering Week (1-7th March) to help raise 

awareness about the need for more adopters and foster carers throughout the county. 

The campaign ‘Build Your Family’ encourages LGBT+ potential adopters and foster carers 

to consider expanding their family and sharing their life with a child or young person, either 

permanently through adoption or more short-term through fostering. The campaign seeks to 

tackle some common misconceptions surrounding the process, and raise awareness among 

people who identify as LGBT+ of the adoption and fostering parenting routes that are open to 

them. 

There are around 745 children and young people in Cambridgeshire who need foster carers 

and the greatest need is for teenagers and brothers and sisters. 

LGBT+ Adoption & Fostering week is organised by New Family Social, a charity that 

supports LGBT+ Adopters and Foster Carers across the UK. 

If you are interested in fostering and want to find out more: call 0800 052 0078, 

email fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering. 

If you feel adoption is better suited to you then please call 0300 123 1093. 

Laptop Campaign 

There is County-wide schools laptop campaign. A campaign to help disadvantaged children 

across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to get internet and laptop access is gathering pace, 

with the first batch of equipment being delivered to schools this week. 

Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council launched the ‘Laptops for 

Children’ campaign earlier this month in partnership with the Youth Panel, Cambridge 

Digital Direct, Cambridge 2030 and the Cambridge Culture Foundation, aimed at purchasing 

laptops and 4G routers for vulnerable young people. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
mailto:fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering
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Around 8,000 children in the region do not have use of a computer or broadband, meaning 

they cannot access lessons and online resources, putting them at risk of falling behind with 

their studies. 

Just over two weeks after launching the campaign, an impressive £567,845 has already been 

raised thanks to support from businesses and individuals, as well as funding from both 

authorities. A first batch of over 1,000 laptops and 460 routers have been purchased and will 

be distributed to schools from this week. 

A total of 352 laptops have also been donated to drop-in centres and libraries across 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. These will be checked and updated before being 

distributed to schools. 

The campaign will continue to secure sufficient funding so that every young person in 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has the necessary equipment to continue learning. Both 

councils are writing to businesses and Chambers of Commerce this week to drum up further 

support. 

For more information on the campaign and to make a donation visit our GoFundMe page. 

Meanwhile locally I have secured 15 machines from the Genome Campus which have so far 

gone to Thriplow and Whittlesford schools. A few machines still remain. 

Thakeham 

We are holding a Parish Call on March 2nd to update on progress and next steps for the action 

group. Two key things happened in February: 

1. MHCLG published a bid of £50k for stakeholder engagement for “ up to 4 new 

developments” along EWR. 

2. The Government published the draft OxCam Arc document talking about ‘ 

opportunity areas’ for housing development across the Arc. 

Updates as usual here: www.swcag.org.uk 

Resignation of County Council Deputy Leader 

As a result of an investigation into the tenancy awarded in 2017 and investment of £185k of 

funds from the County to this farm, the Deputy Leader of the County Council Cllr Hickford 

has resigned and left his farm. This is the statement from the Leader: 

“On Tuesday February 23rd I received a long and complex report which was the 

culmination of the Manor Farm Audit. The subject of the report largely concerns the Deputy 

Leader Cllr Roger Hickford’s occupancy of Manor Farm, Girton as a tenant of 

Cambridgeshire County Council’s Farms Estate. 

The contents of the report are confidential at present, for legal reasons in order for the Audit 

and Accounts committee to fully consider and discuss the matter. But having read the report I 

had two meetings with Cllr. Hickford to consider implications for the Council, outside of the 

remit of the committee. 

Subsequent to those meetings Cllr Hickford has asked me to accept his resignation as my 

Deputy leader and as a member of the Council with immediate effect. 

I have accepted his resignation and confirmed this to Chief Executive Gillian Beasley. 

I have also thanked Cllr Hickford for his years of service in his role as a Councillor and the 

support he has given me over the years as my deputy leader.” 

A report into the granting of the tenancy and subsequent actions will be reviewed at the 

March 5th Audit & Accounts Committee. The timetable is here: 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/manor-farm-audit-to-be-considered-by-audit-and-

accounts-committee 

 

Peter McDonald  

March 2nd 2021.   
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https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/manor-farm-audit-to-be-considered-by-audit-and-accounts-committee
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